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Sir: 

Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified appUcation as follows: 


IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

The specification is changed as follows; 

Page 5, second full paragraph: 


In accordance with the present invention, there is also provided a process for 


manufacturing a sheet material comprising the steps of: 

ejecting aggregates of fme short fibers having a fiber diameter of 4 ^m or less and a fiber length 
of 3 mm or less, or a group of the aggregates, and/or mechanically dividable fibers capable of 
generating fine short fibers having a fiber diameter of 4 pm of less and a fiber length of 3 mm or 
less, or aggregates of the mechanically dividable fibers, together with powder materials, firom a 
nozzle into a gas by an action of a compressed gas, to thereby divide the aggregates of the fine 


